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I WILL BE HAVING A FORMAL
WEDDING CEREMONY, FOLLOWED
BY AN INFORMAL EVENING
CELEBRATION SO I NEED ONE DRESS
THAT LOOKS APPROPRIATE FOR
BOTH. WHAT ARE MY OPTIONS?

T
Meet the

WEDDING
EXPERTS
Our panel of experts answer
your wedding planning, shopping
and design questions

ABSOLUTELY WEDDINGS

94

his is quite a common
request from brides and
there are many ways to
manage the formality of
the ceremony, and also
the party afterwards. Do
ensure that your designer knows from
the outset what the dress has to achieve.
I would suggest a number of options.
For instance, you could choose a core
strapless dress and then – for the
ceremony – a lace or tulle button-back
top that fits over it. Another solution
would be to create a lightweight coat to
go over the top of the dress – again, tulle
or lace would work well for this.
A key consideration is to decide how
much flesh you want to show for the
evening celebration (and how much
is appropriate for the style of your
wedding). Some brides are happy
showing off shoulders, back and
armpits, but you may prefer a gown
that has a bit more coverage at the
neckline and shoulders, and then you
could cover that with a tailored shrug or
jacket for the ceremony.
Bear in mind that a veil can also assist
in creating a more formal impression;
a wonderful wide veil (we use French
silk tulle with traditional embroidered
edges) will offer coverage and
adhere to the conventions of modesty
at the ceremony, and could then be
removed later. ◆
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BOTH SETS OF PARENTS WANT TO
HELP OUT WITH ORGANISING THE
WEDDING, BUT THERE SEEMS TO BE
A CASE OF ‘TOO MANY COOKS’ AND
WE ARE WORRIED THAT THINGS ARE
GOING TO GO WRONG. HOW DO
WE KEEP THE PEACE AND HAVE THE
WEDDING WE WANT?

I HATE HAVING MY PHOTOGRAPH
TAKEN AND I’M NOT SURE HOW I’M
GOING TO COPE WITH THE FORMAL
WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY ON THE DAY.
DO YOU HAVE ANY SUGGESTIONS?

A

t the risk of sounding
biased, I would suggest it
is time to call in a wedding
planner. Clearly, your
family are working with
the best of intentions but
there is a real danger that wrong decisions
will be made or key details overlooked.
You need one person you can entrust
with your vision. A good wedding planner
is a skilled organiser, but also a diplomat
– they will be able to liaise tactfully with
all the other people who have a stake in
making the day run smoothly.
Perhaps point out to your parents
that you are concerned something will
go wrong if you don’t have one person
with oversight and understanding of
every detail – rather like trying to run
a company without a chief executive. A
wedding planner has the expertise to
manage an army of suppliers so that that
nothing is overlooked and all the people
you contract will know exactly what they
have to deliver and when.
Remember that your wedding should
be a joyous occasion for all the family, not
a cause of sleepless nights. Perhaps your
most persuasive argument is to remind
your parents that you want them to be
relaxed and ready to play their major
role in the celebrations, which means
entrusting the details to someone else. ◆
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would say about 90 per cent of the
people I photograph are in the same
boat. Many people feel shy about
the process of being the star, have
decided they are un-photogenic
or have had bad photography
experiences in the past.
You need to establish trust and a rapport
with your photographer, also explaining
your issues so that they can ensure the
best results on the day. We are all harsh
judges of our own appearance, but if
there is something that makes you selfconscious – your nose, profile or whatever
– tell them and that can be factored into
the way they photograph you.
One solution – and something I
recommend to all my wedding clients
– is an informal test shoot before the
wedding. This becomes an important
way of building a rapport. Even clients
who dreaded the prospect, have ended
up feeling relaxed once they have seen
how good they can look. As part of this
process, I send clients the test shots and
ask them to tell me what images they like
and – more importantly – what they don’t.
It’s hugely beneficial in ensuring they get
the wedding images they want.
Do remember that your photographer’s
only mission (and their business relies on
this) is to make you and your guests look
fantastic. Find someone you can rely on to
ensure your photos become an enjoyable
part of the whole wedding experience and
treasured memories afterwards. ◆
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The Wedding Club stocks
international names in ready
to wear and exclusives from
rising stars. Here, Clare Guest
gives her tips on finding the
perfect RTW dress
hopping for a dress is less
stressful if you go alone
S initially. Use the first visit to
create a shortlist of favourites
and then call in up to three helpers for a
second opinion (any more and you’ll
struggle to decide).
The aim of a wedding dress is to make
you look like you on a really fantastic
day, not like someone your partner has
never seen before. Go for a style that
works with your personality, rather than
being shoehorned into what you think a
‘proper’ bride looks like.
Be prepared for the fact that certain
dresses you’ve set your heart on when
you’ve seen them on a photoshopped
model just won’t work. It may be a
disappointment, but it’s never a disaster.
Trust your own judgement and also
the advice of the stylists in the store –
they should know the cut, style and fit of
their designers and be skilled at knowing
what works with different body shapes
Major changes to cut and style are
never a good idea because they may
ruin the look of a dress. If a bride wants
too many radical changes, I see it as a
warning sign and will suggest she might
want to look at other dresses. ◆
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