Planned to
perfection
As founder and Principal of 4 the
People, Jamie Landesberg knows
how to plan a perfect event of any
size, in any location, so nothing is
left to chance. Her bespoke wedding
planner service means brides can
relax knowing the organisation is
going to be flawless

E

VEN IF YOU ARE A MASTER of organisation in
your professional life, organising your own wedding
can be overwhelming. Not only is it such a personal
decision, but there seem to be a million choices to
make – from venue, caterer and photographer, right
down to sourcing the right candles and perfect
buttonholes. And this is where Jamie Landesberg comes in.
“Effectively, I act as the bride’s personal assistant and sounding
board throughout the whole process, becoming her confidante
and trusted guide who ensures that no decision – big or small –
causes sleepless nights or gets left off the ‘to do’ list”.
Jamie, who organises weddings and events around the
globe, has a peerless contact book, as well as an encyclopaedic
knowledge of the best people to talk to – whether you want a
particular style of floral design and photography or yearn for
world-class jugglers and fire-eaters to entertain your guests.
“Relationships are key to a successful wedding – so part of my
role is to match the best and most trustworthy suppliers to you
and then ensure the vision you have is translated successfully by
them,” says Jamie.

BUILDING A RAPPORT

Each bride Jamie works with can expect flawless personal service
that begins with a consultation and getting-to-know-you session.
“I always recommend that the first consultation be a face-to-face
meeting,” says Jamie. “It’s really important that the chemistry
between us is right, and that we are on the same page from day
one. After that, I offer a hand-holding service – my brides can talk
to me at any time, whether it’s a major or a minor issue, because
every detail of co-ordination, organising and checking is what I’m
there to manage and supervise on their behalf”.
Jamie says understanding each bride’s personality and feelings
about the style of her wedding is also crucial when it comes to
choosing suppliers – which is why she spends so much time
ensuring she builds a rapport. “An excellent example of this
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is choosing the right photographer,” says Jamie “It is vital that
the bride trusts the person who is going to be capturing her day
on film, and once I understand her taste and preferences, I can
then recommend and make an introduction to the photographer
I think she will trust and enjoy working with, so that she feels
totally relaxed on the day.”
Jamie also considers it essential to get
to know all the key players involved in the
wedding, since they will often be closely
involved in the planning and decision making,
and she acts as a trusted contact point and
source of information: “I would be lying if I
said that planning a wedding was fun and
laughter all the way – especially as these days
we all lead such busy lives – but I am there
throughout the process to ensure that those moments of stress that
can occur when big decisions are being made are reduced to the
absolute minimum. I work to ensure that all the key players are at
ease with me, are enjoying the planning process and can turn to
me if they have a query that needs resolving”.

bit like buying a house; you usually know when you have found
'the one'. And this is an important decision, because it is likely to
influence the tone and style of every decision that follows.”
But, just like buying a house, even if the venue looks and feels
absolutely perfect, there is the all-important negotiation and
contract stage: “The bride has to be 100
per cent happy with every decision, so I’m
there to support her, and flag up details
she might not have considered to ensure
that it meets her expectations and event
requirements – whether it be the licence
of the venue and its capacity, its ability to
accommodate outside contractors such
as entertainers and videographers, or the
special consideration required for guests
who are older or have mobility issues, and those who may be
travelling there from overseas”.

“The bride has to
be happy with every
decision, so I’m there
to support her”

FINAL PLANNING

It is in the final whirlwind weeks – when brides are sandwiching
last-minute dress fittings and hair appointments in between
professional and family commitments – that a wedding planner’s
professional knowledge and
attention to detail becomes
JAMIE ’S TIPS
invaluable. Jamie says: “My bride
FOR BRIDES
should be calm in the last fortnight
before the wedding or I’m not
1. Do be honest with
doing my job!” Inevitably, at some
suppliers throughout
the planning process
point before that, every soon-to– their role is to
be has had the odd moment of
translate your vision,
panic or cold feet – it’s wedding
so tell them when
tradition – but knowing that there
something isn’t
right. If you hire a
is always someone on hand to offer
professional wedding
reassurance, and that you have
planner, they will
nothing left to do except work on
help you negotiate
getting enough sleep helps brides to
and ensure you
don’t get rushed into
feel relaxed and in control.
decisions.
Jamie attends every wedding
2. I often recommend
and event she organises, arriving
that my brides keep
on site early in the morning to
a notebook with
them at all times
ensure that all the planning pays
because nothing is
off. While she remains discreetly
more frustrating than
backstage, she’s directing
having a brilliant
proceedings to ensure it all runs
idea in the middle of
the night and then
like clockwork – right down to the
forgetting the next
last song and final firework. “I’m
day what it was.
passionate about what I do and love
3. Moments of total
the magic of every wedding day as
indecision (analysis
paralysis) are
it unfolds,” says Jamie, “But one of
completely normal
the nicest things is after it’s all over
when you are faced
because so many brides contact
with 1001 issues that
me to say how glad they were that
need attention. Stay
calm and return to
they entrusted everything to a
the decision later
professional wedding planner.”
if it’s not pressing.
Jamie believes that the ultimate
If it is urgent, then
value of her role is that couples are
talk it through with
someone you
left free to enjoy what should be
trust implicitly to
the happiest day: “How often have
offer sensible advice.
you heard brides and grooms say it
4. Your suppliers are
went by in a flash? The fact that my
your on-the-ground
experts. On the day
clients have the opportunity to relax
itself, trust them to
and savour every moment, knowing
manage everything
that someone else is ensuring it all
while you relax and
goes according to plan, is immensely
enjoy your day.
satisfying. I always feel proud and
Jamie Landesberg
privileged to have been entrusted
can be contacted at
with making such an important
jamie@4thepeopleuk.com;
event in people’s lives match up to
4thepeopleuk.com
their original vision”. u

TRANSLATING THE EVENT VISION

We all know how hard it can be to get someone to understand
what exactly you are looking for – especially if your ideas are still
evolving or you are working to create a very specific look or style.
Jamie addresses every element in a logical and methodical way
to ensure that there is complete understanding of what you want.
This invariably begins with selecting the venue that matches
your ideals. “I always like to say that finding the right venue is a
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